
Caldwell Parish, Columbia, Louisiana



The site of Columbia was used as one of the early fording places along the Ouachita River as
early as 1823.  Caldwell Parish was formed from Ouachita and Catahoula Parishes.  In 1838,
Columbia was named the county (parish) seat.

Caldwell Parish was named for a prominent Caldwell family.

Louisiana was officially Roman Catholic under both France and Spain's rule. The boundaries
dividing the territories generally coincided with church parishes. In 1807, the territorial
legislature officially adopted the ecclesiastical term “parishes.”

From the middle 1800’s to the early 1900’s, heyday of the romantic steamboat era, Columbia
vied with Trenton and Monroe of Ouachita Parish in importance as a river port and trading
center.  Fred and Jack Blanks along with Anthony Wayne Faulkner, all noted steamboat captains
and owners of the first steamboat line, domiciled on the Ouachita River in or near Columbia.

Captain Faulkner was an operator in staves (A stave is a narrow length of wood with a slightly
bevelled edge to form the sides of barrels, tanks, tubs, etc.) on a large scale.  In the early part of
the 1800’s, the Blanks brothers sent out in one tow eleven million staves, the largest shipment of
that kind ever recorded.

Talk of the railroad began about 1888.  Robert Blanks, brother to Fred and Jack Blanks,  was
instrumental in securing the railway through Caldwell Parish.  Saw mills sprung up along the
railway which provided shipping points.

Caldwell Parish is noted for two-term governor of the State of Louisiana, John J. McKeithen
1964 through 1972.  His son, Walter Fox McKeithen served 5 terms, 1988-2005, as Secretary of
State for Louisiana.

Today, Caldwell Parish is a quaint community.  The 2010 census has the population as 10, 132.
The Caldwell Parish School District has three elementary schools, one preschool, one junior high
school and high school with the average graduating class around one hundred students.





Marker depicting Steamboat Era listing the captain’s who moved the steamboats and their
freight.



Martin Homeplace is a living history museum, listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
C.1878  Demonstrations of quilting, tatting, pine basketry and other folk arts are practiced by
past generations.



Magnolia is the state flower for Louisiana.  Many trees can be found throughout the town of
Columbia and Caldwell Parish.



First United Methodist Church is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Columbia’s
famous “little green church” is perhaps the town’s signature.  Patterned after a Scandinavian
house of worship, this unique structure was built in 1911 on the site where its first congregation
began in 1847.



The Caldwell Parish Library was established in 1953. The library was housed on Main Street.
The Louisiana State Library donated six thousand books to make up the first collection.  This
building pictured was completed in 1973 located on Jackson Street.



A carving of the Brown Pelican state bird of Louisiana.



The movie “Finding Normal” was filmed in Columbia and surrounding areas of Caldwell Parish in
2013.



Just some of the fun reading books on the State of Louisiana.



Painting of steamboat docked at Columbia painted in 1959 by Ms. Hays titled “The Ouachita”
and donated in 1960 to the Caldwell Parish Library.



Caldwell Parish Library offers a Story Walk Project. Books are changed each month.



A trip to Louisiana would not be complete without a trip to a swamp.  This is Horseshoe Lake on
Beouf Wildlife Management. Didn’t see an alligator on this day but they are there!!!



After “Flat Melvin’s” tour he was given mardi gras beads and learned the phrase “Laissez
Les Bons Temps Rouler.”  Let the good times roll!!!


